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Former members of the paramilitary civilian patrols (Patrullas de Autodefensa Civil, PAC), who
assisted the military during the civil war of 1980-1992, are involved in another round of conflicts
with the government regarding compensation. President Francisco Flores has refused to accede to
their demands and is also denying accusations that the governing Alianza Republicana Nacionalista
(ARENA) paid former PAC members for their votes. Ex-paramilitaries have long insisted the
government owes them compensation for their service.
The government response under two presidents has been somewhat erratic. Former president
Armando Calderon Sol (1994-1999) differed with members of his Cabinet about the legality of
compensation. The 1992 peace accords excluded PAC members from any resettlement assistance.
Nevertheless, after a demonstration that led to violence in October 1998, he offered PAC protestors
US$34 per month. The ex-paramilitaries rejected the offer and demanded instead a US$2,000
indemnification and a pension.
Flores has stuck firmly to the argument that the peace accords deny them compensation. On
Aug. 13, hundreds of former paramilitaries belonging to the campesino organization Asociacion
de Productores Agricolas (APROAS) renewed their campaign with protests around the country
demanding the government set up a US$5.7 million fund from which to pay out compensation and
pensions.
In a clash with police in Sonsonate, west of the capital, three demonstrators were killed, seven police
and 11 demonstrators were injured, and 55 demonstrators were arrested. The Farabundo Marti para
la Liberacion Nacional (FMLN) which fought PACs during the war sided with the demonstrators
and blamed Flores for the violence. Party leaders told reporters that Flores was incapable of
responding to the former paramilitaries' "just cause," and was responsible for the repression and
resulting deaths. "In less than 90 days in office, the president has soiled his hands with the blood of
people who served the state during the armed conflict," said FMLN Assembly Deputy Raul Mijango.
Flores said he would not authorize any compensation so as not to reward violent behavior. The
people of El Salvador will not be "held hostage," he said. He also suggested that some political
force was directing the demonstrators. "It's possible that there is a political component in all this
agitation," he said. Earlier, he said the government did not have the resources to establish the fund,
but he would search for a solution.
Passing the problem off to the Legislative Assembly, Flores said he was willing to consider any
proposal that came out of the Assembly that might resolve the situation. But a special congressional
committee (Comision Especial de Investigacion, Enlace y Gestion de Fondos de Cooperacion
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Internacional para los Desmovilizados del Servicio Territorial) has not found the money or a
solution in its eight months of operation. To get around the legal issue involved in paying off former
paramilitaries, the committee has considered legislation to set up a fund to aid them in their capacity
as farmers. The problem is there is no money to aid farmers either, and the only source of funds
appears to be donor nations. Besides the lack of funds, no accurate enlistment records of the nowdisbanded PACs exist. APROAS leaders claim 25,000 former members, but government officials
set the figure as low as 5,000. In a news conference, APROAS leader Luis Molina warned that the
organization would increase the pressure if Flores did not take their demands for compensation
seriously and prosecute police who fired on demonstrators. But on Aug. 16, APROAS announced a
truce and withdrew road blockades. After Bishop Fernando Saenz Lacalle asked for calm, Molina
said he suspended the protests to meet with Saenz and discuss solutions. Administration denies
vote buying Meanwhile, the administration is coping with accusations from former paramilitaries
that it bought votes in the May 7 presidential election. The paramilitaries say the Calderon Sol
administration paid US$229 per vote to buy support out of a secret presidential fund. The recipients
were to receive another payment after the election of Flores. The newspaper Diario de Hoy reported
the payments were disguised as post-Mitch aid to farmers. APROAS asked for and received a
commitment from the Calderon Sol administration for cash assistance with planting after Mitch
struck in the fall of 1998. The funds were approved by the Treasury Ministry but not disbursed until
days before the election. Interior Minister Mario Acosta Oertel, who helped negotiate the deal,
denies any intent to influence the election, "Those would have been very costly votes," he said.
"Besides, Flores did not win with just 5,000 votes." [Sources: Reuters, 08/13/99; El Diario de Hoy (El
Salvador) 08/13/99, 08/16/88, 08/19/99; Notimex, 10/06/98, 08/11/99, 08/13/99, 08/17/99]
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